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Japanese at EHSS 
“Language skills and cultural sensitivity will be the currency of the new 
world order. If our future is to be one of peace and prosperity, our kids 
will need a capacity to engage in a dialogue with others of different 
cultures and creeds.” (Major General Peter Cosgrove, 2002). 

Language learning provides the opportunity for students to engage 
with the linguistic and cultural diversity of the world. The 
interdependence of countries and communities means people in all 
spheres of life are required to negotiate experiences and meanings 
across languages and cultures. Despite its status as a world language, 
a capability in English only is no longer sufficient. A bilingual or 
plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world. 

At Edge Hill, we believe that a well rounded education requires a 
significant investment in second language learning. Because of its 
proximity to Cairns, and our close economic and strategic ties, 
Japanese is the language we have chosen for this investment.  

Edge Hill has three Japanese teachers and students learn Japanese 
from their earliest days at school. Our innovative CLIL program (see 
pages 2) ensures that our students have every opportunity for success. 



Content and Language Integrated Learning 
(CLIL) is a dual-focused educational 
approach in which an additional language 
(in our case, Japanese) is used for the 
learning and teaching of both that 
language and another subject area. That 
is, in the teaching and learning process, 
content and language are interwoven. 
There is significant research 
demonstrating CLIL to be a powerful 
pedagogical tool, both in learning 
language and the other subject area. 

In 2016, Edge Hill began a CLIL trial in the 
lower school. Currently, Year 1 and 2 
students learn their science curriculum in 
Japanese and Year 3 students learn 
elements of maths.  

Content and Language Integrated 
Learning (CLIL)

“Data collected from 
the first CLIL unit 
delivered to Year 1 

students showed that 
the students taught 
their Science unit in 
Japanese had been 
able to achieve the 

same distribution of 
results as the 

students from the 
previous year who 

had been taught the 
unit in English by 
their classroom 

teacher.”



At EHSS, we present our students with 
the challenge of Japanese language 
learning, supporting them with expert 
teaching by native Japanese speaking 
and Australian teachers, a motivating 
CLIL program, engaging lessons and a 
Japan trip  in order that they will grow 
into global citizens, able to dialogue 
with people from many cultures. 

Every 2 years, Edge Hill students have 
the opportunity to visit Japan. In the 
lead up to the trip, students hone their 
communication skills, so they can 
independently order food, shop and 
converse with their host families while 
in Japan. For many, this trip is a climax 
of Japanese language study and a 
long-remembered highlight of the 
primary school years. 

JAPAN TRIP



CONTACT DETAILS 
Edge Hill Information Sheets are correct at the date of printing. To find out more about EHSS, 
our pedagogical practices and programs, please contact the school office. 

Edge Hill State School 
254 Pease Street, Edge Hill, 4870.  Ph: 4037 9555 
Email: office@edgehillss.eq.edu.au 

Did you know that there are three 
types of Japanese scripts?

Hirogana is the first script 
that children will learn. It is 
a simple phonetic lettering 
system with 46 base 
characters. At Edge Hill, 
students begin learning 
Hiragana in prep.

Katakana. Katakana is used 
for foreign language words 
imported into Japanese. 
Edge Hill students learn 
elements of Katakana 
throughout their primary 
years. 

Kanji. Kanji is a picture 
script which originated from 
China. Kanji characters 
represent a meaning or an 
idea rather than a phonetic 
sound. There are thousands 
of kanji characters and our 
children learn a range of 
other simple characters.

Our Japanese teaching team!


