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Reading at EHSS 
Reading is essential to learning in every subject area, across all 
the school years and throughout life. At EHSS, every teacher is 
considered a teacher of reading and in every learning area we 
provide explicit and planned opportunities for our students to 
increase their fluency, build their vocabularies and develop the 
kinds of active comprehension strategies that will enable them 
to read and understand a broad range of texts. On top of this, 
we work hard to model a love for books and learning, and 
nurture in students the desire and motivation to read.  

At EHSS, we challenge our students to be proficient and critical 
readers, supporting them with consistent programs, expert 
teaching and engaging texts, so that they can grow into life-long 
readers and learners. 

We are excited to 
share with you 
this information 
about the Edge 
Hill State School 
approach to 
reading. 



Stages of Reading Development 
When students first enter primary school, they begin their reading journey in what we 
call the ‘Learning to Read’ stage. During this stage, the focus is on developing the 
skills needed for children to decode and comprehend texts. Students are taught 
phonological awareness, sound-letter relationships (phonics), sight words, and 
concepts about print. They are exposed to a wide range of quality picture books, 
digital texts and oral stories to expand their vocabularies and provide them with 
motivation to read for themselves. 

The next stage of reading is the ‘Transition Stage’. The focus of this stage is on 
consolidating decoding skills and comprehending texts at a deeper level.  

The third stage of reading development is the ‘Reading to Learn’ stage. The focus of 
this stage is on the explicit teaching and independent use of comprehension strategies 
to process and respond to increasingly complex texts. 
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QUESTION - ANSWER RELATIONSHIPS 
Question - Answer Relationships (QAR) is central 
to how we teach reading comprehension at 
Edge Hill. Children learn to identify which 
questions can be answered by finding 
information IN THE TEXT (It can be ‘Right There’ 
or they may need to ‘Think, Search and Find’.) 
Other questions require children to look 
beyond the text. They may incorporate their 
own knowledge with the information the text 
provides (“IN MY HEAD - Author and Me”) or 
use entirely their own knowledge and 
experience (“IN MY HEAD - On My Own”). By 
identifying which kind of question is being 
asked, children can decide the best strategy for 
answering the question.

5 ways to help your child read 
1. Surround them with language. Talk to them about anything and everything. 

Sing to them. When they watch TV or movies, watch with them and talk about 
what is happening.  

2. Read to them. Research shows benefits for kids as young as 9-months-old, and it 
could be effective even earlier than that. Reading to kids exposes them to richer 
vocabulary than they usually hear from the adults who speak to them, and can 
have positive impacts on their language, intelligence, and later literacy 
achievement. As you read, discuss what you are reading. Ask questions, like “Why 
do you think she did that?” or “What might happen next?” 

3. Teach phonemic awareness. Young children don’t hear the sounds within words. 
Thus, they hear “dog,” but not the “duh”-“aw”- “guh.” To become readers, they 
have to learn to hear these sounds (or phonemes). Play language games with your 
child. For instance, say a word, perhaps her name, and then change it by one 
phoneme: Jen-Pen, Jen-Hen, Jen-Men. Or, just break a word apart: chair… ch-ch-
ch-air. 

4. Teach them the sounds that the different letters make. Have paper and pencils 
around so that they can experiment with writing the letters. 

5. Let them see you reading. Magazines, books, newspapers… Model that reading 
is good by doing it yourself.



The EHSS Library 
The library is a key feature of EHSS and it is 
attractive, inviting and welcoming to our 
school community.  

We encourage parents to visit the library 
with their children before and after school. 

Sally Bryett is our wonderful librarian and 
she is in the library from 8:15am to 3:15pm 
each day. She is an excellent person to talk 
to about books that your child might enjoy. 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Edge Hill Information Sheets are correct at the date of printing. To find out more about 
EHSS, our pedagogical practices and programs, please contact the school office. 

Edge Hill State School 
254 Pease Street, Edge Hill, 4870. 
ph: 4037 9555 
Email: office@edgehillss.eq.edu.au 


