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Writing at EHSS 
Writing is a key component of literacy. While it is taught explicitly in 
the subject of English, it is essential to all subject areas and so writing 
skills are developed in all learning areas. At Edge Hill, we want our 
students to grow to be confident and proficient writers, competent in 
the basic skills of handwriting, typing and spelling, and using the 
appropriate language features (grammar, structure, vocabulary) to 
compose imaginative, informative and persuasive texts for school and 
for their own enjoyment. 

At EHSS, we challenge our students to pursue excellence in writing. 
We have high expectations of the effort that they will put into their 
work - drafting, revising, editing, proofreading and publishing. We 
support them with consistent explicit teaching programs (like 
Spelling Mastery and Sentence a Day), expert teaching in genre 

specific conventions, 
and by providing 
thorough feedback on 
their work. We want 
our students to grow 
into competent and 
confident writers.



Phases of Writing Development 
Most young children arrive at school eager to write. Many will be well into the first phase of 
writing development (“Learning to Write” - see below) when they enter prep. They will be 
“role playing” the writing process and experimenting with drawing letters. During this 
phase, teachers will focus on letter formation, the left-to-right pattern of writing, the concept 
of a ‘word’ and a ‘sentence’, basic punctuation, fine motor skills and building children’s 
confidence in writing. Over the years they will learn to compose texts with increasing 
control of structure, grammar, vocabulary, punctuation and legibility. By the end of primary 
school, students will have opportunities to compose texts in many genres, for differing 
purposes and for a variety of audiences.  

There is a whole school approach to the teaching of writing at EHSS. All students participate 
in daily “Sentence A Day” (grammar) and “Spelling Mastery” lessons. Teachers use the EHSS 
Editing and Proofreading Guide to teach students to revise their writing, and students follow 
the Steps to Writing a Text Type” to ensure their writing adheres to genre specific 
conventions. 

Transitioning 
to Writing about 

Learning
Learning to 

Write

Role Play 
Child imitates adult writing 

with marks on paper. 

Experimental 
Child realises speech can be 

written down and 
experiments with letters to 

represent words. 

Early 
Child attempts a small 

range of familiar texts using 
a small bank of known 

words and some 
conventions of writing. 

Transitional 
Child composes a 

range of texts 
showing 

increasing control 
of text 

conventions such 
as structure, 

punctuation and 
spelling 

Proficient 
Child demonstrates control 
over all components of the 

writing process and can 
manipulate text to suit 
purpose and audience. 

Accomplished 
Child can make critical 

choices about all 
components of writing and 
can evaluate and critique 

their own writing. 

Conventional 
Child shows control of 

writing conventions and 
most components of the 

Steps in Writing a Text Type.  



AUTHOR VISIT 
Year 4 students were inspired to write by well know 
author, Cameron Stelzer. Author visits happen 
regularly at Edge Hill.  

How To Help Your Child Write 
1. Build a climate of words at home. Go places and see things with your child, then 

talk about what has been seen, heard, smelled, tasted and touched. The basis of 
good writing is conversation, and young children become good speakers when 
loving adults — particularly parents — share experiences with children and talk 
about them.  

2. Let children see you write often. If children never see adults write, they gain an 
impression that writing occurs only at school. What you do is as important as what 
you say. Have children see you writing notes to friends, letters to business firms, 
perhaps stories to share with the children. From time to time, read aloud what you 
have written and ask your children their opinion of what you’ve said. If it’s not 
perfect, so much the better. Making changes in what you write confirms for the 
child that revision is a natural part of writing — which it is. 

3. Provide your child with paper, pens, pencils, erasers and sharpeners. 
Stationary doesn’t need to be fancy or expensive. Anything will do. 

4. Provide a suitable place for children to write. A quiet corner is best, the child’s 
own place, if possible. If not, any flat surface with elbow room, a comfortable 
chair, and a good light will do. 

5. Praise the child’s efforts at writing. Resist the tendency to focus on errors of 
spelling, punctuation, and other mechanical aspects of writing. Emphasise the 
child’s successes. 

6. Be alert to occasions when the child can be involved in writing, for example, 
helping with grocery lists and birthday cards.



CONTACT DETAILS 
Edge Hill Information Sheets are correct at the date of printing. To find out more about 
EHSS, our pedagogical practices and programs, please contact the school office. 

Edge Hill State School 
254 Pease Street, Edge Hill, 4870. 
ph: 4037 9555 
Email: office@edgehillss.eq.edu.au 

Handwriting 
Even though many children and adults use 
computers and tablets at home, school and work, 
handwriting is still an essential life skill. Children 
who can write smoothly and clearly are better able 
to use writing to record their thoughts. When 
handwriting is automatic, their ideas can flow. 
Children also need to use handwriting to complete 
homework, tests and assignments, to write on 
birthday cards, fill in forms and sign important 
documents.  

Handwriting is a skill that develops over time. To 
learn handwriting, children need to combine fine 
motor skills, language, memory and 
concentration. It can be tricky, but effort will pay 
off and with practice, their writing will become 
more fluent and legible.  

At Edge Hill, we teach our students to write in the 
Queensland Modern Cursive script. In the early 
years, each letter is drawn separately, but as they 
move through the school, they learn entries and 
exits, as a precursor to connecting the letters. 
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