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PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

Dear parents and Carers,  

As we near the half way point of the school term, students have been focusing on 

their curriculum and preparing for the upcoming assessments.   

 

NAPLAN  - National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy  

This week our students in years 3 and 5 will commence the NAPLAN online             

assessment in Literacy and Numeracy.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish 

our students well.  Teachers have prepared the students exceptionally well for the 

tests and the format.  The students have demonstrated that they are ready for the 

tests in their practice sessions and are confident in their abilities.  NAPLAN is a point 

in time literacy and numeracy assessment that assess’ students in writing, reading, 

language conventions and numeracy, against key measures of the Australian            

Curriculum.  We look forward to receiving their results early next term. 

 

Big  Family Picnic Breakfast  

I am looking forward to joining the wider school community for the Big Family Picnic 

Breakfast later this month on Wednesday 26th May 2021.  The Big Family breakfast is 

a wonderful chance for the community to come together and celebrate this amazing 

school.  It is also an opportunity to strengthen relationships  between other  families 

in the school community.  Tickets will be on sale through Flexischools.  This event is 

proudly supported and funded by the P&C association.  Thank-you to our P&C.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Next P&C monthly meeting is on the evening of Wednesday 26th May in the 

school staff room  – more information will be on Facebook and in our next           

newsletter.   
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May 11—21 

NAPLAN Testing 

 

May 24— 28  

Book Fair 

 

Wednesday May 26  

Big Family  Picnic     
Breakfast  

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

NUMBERS 

 

School Office 4037 9555 

 

Student 

Absence Line 4037 9566 

Text Absence   0418 138 789 

 

School Shop 4037 9512 

 

Tuckshop 4037 9572 

 

Outside School Hours Care 
Enquiries & 

Absence Line  0448 027 775 

 

Dental Clinic    1300 300 850 
 
 

Keep updated on our school  

website and Facebook 

www.edgehillss.eq.edu.au 

 

http://www.edgehillss.eq.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/EdgeHillSS/


 

 

Principal’s Pen cont.. 

 

 School Priorities – Educate the Leaders of the Future – Whole School Improvement in Mathematics  

One of our key focuses for 2021 is educating our leaders of the future with a sharp focus on whole school                 

improvement in Mathematics curriculum.  As a school we are refining this focus to the number and algebra strand    

of the mathematics curriculum.  Our teachers have been meeting on a regular basis to form professional learning     

communities to review student achievement results and to discuss and implement high impact strategies and       

practices, to maximise student results.  Our teachers also work through a process to moderate the achievement    

outcomes and analyse students’ results to provide differentiated strategies to support students in their learning.   

 

 

AEDC - Australian Early Development Census 

The Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) is a nationwide data collection on all students across Australia 
when they first commence full-time schooling (Prep).  This data highlights what is working well and what needs to    
be developed to support children and their families.    
 
The census is conducted every three years, and involves teachers of children in prep completing the census, relating 
to five key areas of early childhood development referred to as ‘domains’, these include: 
 

• Physical health and well being 

• Social competence 

• Emotional maturity 

• Language and cognitive skills (school-based) 

• Communication skills and general knowledge 

 
The AEDC domains have been shown to predict later health,   
wellbeing and academic success.  Our prep teachers will begin to 
complete the census with students in Prep from Monday 24th May 
2021.  More information will be sent home to parents of students 
in Prep shortly.   
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all our mothers in the school community and wishing 

them all a belated happy Mother’s Day for last Sunday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    With Regards, 

Imogen Stager 

Principal 



PREP , YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NEWSPREP , YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NEWS 
This Friday 14th May is Under 8’s day, the theme for this year is, “Celebrating outdoor learning and play”. What a 
wonderful opportunity for our students to spend the morning engaging and learning through active outdoor 
play. 
 
Prep and Year 1 students and their families are invited to celebrate from 9:00 am – 10:30 am. If you are able to 

volunteer to take a small group of children around, please let your classroom teacher know. The P&C will be 

providing a Sausage Sizzle during the morning. 

  Australian Early Development Censes (AEDC) – This is a nation-wide census of early childhood development held 

every three years. The AEDC provides vital information to communities to plan for the future. Teachers are         

required to answer some very specific questions about the children in their class for the Census. They need to    

ensure that the information they are giving is up to date. Parents, you will be asked to check all the details which 

you provided during enrolment, especially the student’s residential address, languages which are spoken at home, 

if English is their second language and if they are Aboriginal  and/ or  Torres Strait Islander (Language spoken – Dia-

lect, Aboriginal English, Pidgin, Creole, Kriol, Traditional Aboriginal Language).   Teachers will also ask some other    

questions which were not recorded at the time of enrolment. We ask for the forms to be returned by Friday 21st 

May, as teachers start the survey on Monday May 24th
. 

     Year 1 Students Of The Week. 



 PREP , YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NEWS continued...PREP , YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NEWS continued... 

 

Year 2 Students Of The Week 

 

Teachers really spent valuable time helping children make some beautiful Mother’s Day presents and cards. 

They bought a tear to my eye! 2C and 2D were very proud of their pieces or art work. Prep D presented their 

mothers with their own recipe book and portrait! I hope everyone had an amazing Mother’s Day! 

Kathy  STREET 

Deputy Principal Years Prep, 1 & 2 



YEAR 3 & 4 NEWSYEAR 3 & 4 NEWS 

 

I hope your family enjoyed Mother’s Day celebrations on the weekend. It was lovely seeing students      

excitedly choosing something special for their mums/aunties/grandmothers at the P & C Mother’s Day 

stall last week. Well done to the student counsellors who helped out at the stall.  

The year 3 & 4 teachers recently attended professional development workshops after school to help 

deepen their knowledge and understanding of subject area curriculum.  Year 3 teachers learned about “Scratch” 

from our STEM Coach Mr Harris.  They will use this coding program with students as part of their Science and 

Technology units. Year 4 teachers developed macro photography skills, & knowledge about insect classifications at 

the Botanic Gardens. They will use this with students during kitchen and garden lessons that align to Technology 

and Science.  

During parade, I reminded students about our school expectations and routines, introduced the word of the week, 

celebrated Students of the Week, and explained the school’s guidelines and expectations about personal          

technology devices at school.   

These are outlined in the EHSS Student Code of Conduct which is available on the school website :  

Click Here         

 
 

 Edge Hill State School has determined that personal technology devices/
associated equipment (including headphones, ear buds, speakers, wearable 
technology and mobile phones) are considered UNNECESSARY while students 
are at school.  Bringing personal technology devices to school is not             
encouraged by the school because of the potential for theft and general   
distraction and/or disruption associated with them.  
If a student brings a device to school, they must only operate them in        
accordance with the following:  
 
• All devices, except wearable, must be switched off and out of sight , in 

school bag, while on school grounds.  
• Wearable technology must be switched to “school mode” whilst on 

school grounds.  
• If students require urgent access to a phone, they should speak to their 

teacher/office.  
• These expectations also apply to excursions, camps and extra -curricular 

activities.  

confident 

https://edgehillss.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/School Documents/Student_code_of_conduct.pdf


YEAR 3 NEWS  YEAR 3 NEWS  

 

Branching algorithms are making 3E students LOVE their homework! They are undertaking an introductory 
course on code.org which is not compulsory but they want to do anyway. I have even had to slow some students 
down! Students are also participating in lessons at school in the computer lab. This course gives them             
confidence and skills to build code, the language of computers. 
 

 

Year 3 News by Mrs Burkett 3E 

Year 3 students are immensely enjoying diving into a world they know so much better than us. 
Technology! In the beginning stages of the unit, Digital Systems and Branching Algorithms we are 
looking at the language needed to understand digital systems. In gaining knowledge of digital      
systems, they are exploring the vocabulary of hardware, software, peripheral devices, input and 
output. We are applying these through a range of hands on learning experiences to sharpen their 
understanding and enabling them to see the vocabulary contextually. 
 



YEAR 4 NEWSYEAR 4 NEWS  

Super Soil Sleuths  

Year 4 students have been very busy using their scientific investigation skills to explore the amazing and      

surprising world beneath their feet. They used magnifying glasses and a microscope to examine what lives in 

soil, what makes up soil and classify soil into different types. Some of the astounding observations and       

findings discovered included: 

• Hidden under our feet is a miniature landscape made up of tunnels, caves and decaying matter.  

• Soil is where a quarter of the species on our planet are believed to live.  

• Rotting leaves, fruits, plants and dead animals are eaten and decomposed into the soil by worms,       

beetles, fungi, bacteria and microscopic organisms and burped out as something new. 

• Soils hold twice as much carbon as the atmosphere, and when soil is ruined or not looked after, the    

carbon is released. So healthy soils will help stop global warming. 

• All the decomposed carbon from dead animals and plants are turned into petrol, diamonds or coal by 

the forces of the Earth. 

Food webs in the soil move nutrients around the system to make healthy soils that provide goods and services 

for humanity. Goods include food, fibre and clean water. Services include regulation of the carbon and         

nitrogen cycles, nutrient recycling, water storage, regulation of disease and detoxification of pollutants  

 

Year 3 Students Of The Week Year 4 Students Of The Week 



YEAR 5 NEWSYEAR 5 NEWS 

It has been a productive and exciting few weeks in year 5. The students are well into their new units for each 

subject and have been enjoying learning about a range of different concepts.   

Students from 5C were lucky enough to have a short presentation from Jemima Burt, who works as a   journalist 

for the ABC here in Cairns. For English this term we are studying media texts and will be  learning to write a 

newspaper report. Jemima spoke to the students about what daily life is like for a journalist, how to tell if 

sources are reliable and how to avoid bias when reporting. The students asked lots of great questions and it was 

a fantastic opportunity for them to connect their learning to a real life   context.   

This week the students enjoyed their first practical lesson for Bike Education. They learnt how to adjust and fit 

their  helmets correctly, which is surprisingly harder than you might think. Classes also performed a bike safety 

check and  practiced essential skills like setting the right seat height. In future lessons they will continue to     

develop their riding  abilities, learning how to emergency break and much more.   

For HASS students have been enjoying learning about the continents of the 

world, particularly North America and Europe, as they refine their mapping 

skills. You could test them on their knowledge of the continents at home or 

share your experiences if you have visited any of these places.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 6 NEWSYEAR 6 NEWS 
One of the highlights of Term 2 in Year Six is the depth with which we get to dive into the wonderful world of        
micro-organisms! The unit began with students using their senses to sample (yum!) a broad range of breads, making 
predictions on why some breads were flat while others had risen, what role yeast played in the bread making       
process and how these grains of what look like sand (dried yeast) could possibly be alive - and edible! To answer 
these questions and extend their knowledge students then embarked on a series of controlled experiments           
designed to test the required parameters for optimal yeast growth and, if left too long...fermentation. The next step 
is the always popular bread making and baking experiment where the process of getting the bread to rise through 
kneading to capture carbon dioxide in gluten protein strains is experienced.        

Having a local ecologist, Barry Muir, come and not only address the grade but answer all our questions on all things 
“fungilicious” was an added bonus and the grade would like to sincerely thank Mr Hooper for taking the time and 
thought to organise the incursion for us all. We certainly hope Barry will become a staple for the unit in years to 
come.   

Year 6 also broadened their understanding of world issues through the ‘In Search of Safety’ incursion from the Red 

Cross this week. Representatives engaged the students with fun activities that modelled the many challenges  that      

refugees face . 

 

 



Student Leaders had important roles in the school last week. Some were busy each morning, working on the 

Mother’s Day Stall . Others were busy visiting Prep classes . 

 

 

STUDENT LEADERS NEWS 



District Cross-Country Report - by Zoe Marron 5C 

Today was a great day to run in the sun and to push ourselves to our limits at the District Cross Country. We all 

had butterflies in our tummies before our races began but once we started running all the nerves went away. 

There was loads of yelling to cheer our friends on. When you heard your name being yelled out, followed by lots 

of clapping, it made you push hard and keep running. We thank all of the teachers and parents who were out on 

course for cheering us on. We'd also like to say a special thank you to Mr Ashton and Miss Rachel for taking us to 

compete and a big thank you to Mrs Bakurski for training us to be strong and fit runners. At the end of the day we 

were all winners for being there and doing our best!  

PE News 

Congratulations to our terrific team of 33 who raced at the TCC District Cross Country last Friday. Our team      

displayed fantastic sportsmanship, exemplary behaviour and they pushed themselves against some very strong 

competition. A big congratulations goes to Kyah (5B), Charli (6D) and Natalie (6E) who all placed 3rd in their age 

categories! A special mention also goes to Lacey (4C), Emily (5C), Hiro (4F), Oli (5F) and Bianca (6E) who placed in 

the top 6 in their races. These eight kids will be a part of the TCC team competing at the Peninsula cross country 

team trials later this month.    

Year 5 lunchtime hockey started with Mrs Bakurski last week. She still has some spaces available for Year 5 kids 

who would like to join in. This is a fabulous free opportunity to come and give a new sport a go. Interested kids 

need to get a permission form from Mrs Bakurski and return it to the PE office once signed by a parent.             

Participants must also have a mouthguard and these can be purchased from the school shop.   

Speaking of hockey, even more congratulations are in order... Sam (5G) has been selected to play on the          

Peninsula Hockey team! He will be competing at the State Championships in Toowoomba later this term. Well 

done, Sam!  

Finally, part of our water safety program is learning how to independently put on a life-jacket, experience      

wearing one in water, signalling for help, and participating in rescue scenarios. This is something that students 

always enjoy. Here are some of our Year 5 kids in action this term and Year 1s from last term.  

 

 

 

 

Cindy MARRON 

Dean ASHTON 

Carmel BAKURSKI 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 There are currently thirty-seven students enrolled in the  Edge Hill State School Virtual STEM Academy. All          

students (hopefully) are enthusiastically completing their weekly tasks after watching the video lessons.                

Unfortunately we are now too far into the Premier’s Coding Challenge to accept any more enrolments. Apologies 

to any students who were thinking about joining the Academy. Students from Years Two to Six are welcome to   

submit their names to mharr94@eq.edu.au . All names will be put on a waiting list for the next Challenge in             

September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the twenty-one students who competed in the Bebras Computational Challenge in March. I have just 

received the results and we have for the first time in many years, a student from Year 6 who attained a “High      

Distinction” grade. Congratulations to Josh S. in Year 6, for your one hundred percent score. Amazing result Josh! 

 

The STEM Leaders are hosting  bee-bot races at the Innovation Centre, First Lunch (11am), Wednesdays. This week 

it is for Year 1 only. Next week will be Year 2 and on through to Year 6. When it is Weeks 8 and 9, Years 5 and 6 will 

be coding and racing Sphero robots at the Innovation Centre. 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 . 

  

 



CHOIRS 

Well done and thank you to the students and families of the Gold and Maroon Choirs. The behaviour and efforts 
of the students at the recording for the regional final of Choral Fanfare was exemplary! We also thank the parents 
for their patience as the recording ran overtime. We know that family schedules can be quite tight and we really 
appreciate your support and understanding with events such as these. Now....bring on the eisteddfod in Week 
10. 

Choir students who were lent a school performing arts t-shirt for the performance may keep them until the end 
of this term. Please be reminded that these shirts are only to be worn for choir performances and not for general 
school uniform as they are borrowed shirts. A number of students were also lent white socks and plain black 
shoes (or black socks that covered their shoes to ensure they were plain).  

White socks please need to be seen over student's shoes (ankle length if shoes are tall please). Plain black shoes 
are required for every choir performance, but do not need to be expensive. A large number of students wear the 
canvas style slip on or lace up ones from Kmart that are under $5 and work perfectly.  

Gold Choir returns to Monday morning rehearsals from this week (Week 4) 7.45am-8.45am still in the M block 
music room. 

Senior Concert Band returns to Monday morning rehearsals from this week in the PAC and beginner woodwind 
and brass lessons begin again. Students are reminded to double check the timetable on the music room window 
to familiarise themselves with their lesson time again after having 2 weeks off.  

All instrumental families will have received an email from Miss Curtis or their student's instrumental teacher with 
an attached letter regarding payment for the instrumental program which is now under the Student Resource 
Scheme (SRS) banner. 

Students will bring home a SRS agreement form which please needs to be completed and returned to their       
instrumental teacher. Invoices will be sent through shortly. 

Families choosing to opt out of the SRS please complete the agreement stating that you are opting out and I will 
be in contact to explain what you will need to privately provide your student with to ensure they can still achieve 
in our instrumental program and where to purchase these items from.  

All Senior Ensembles and Choirs will perform in the Cairns and District Eisteddfod during week 10 and a number 
of our ensembles will also perform at the Big Family Breakfast. Details of this performance will be released soon. 

The 2021 Senior school musical will be announced NEXT WEEK. All students in Years 4-6 are invited to audition. 
Auditions will take place during lunch times in Week 6. Students sign up for an audition spot and prepare a small 
section of a song of their choice to sing and may be asked a few questions such as why do they wish to be in the 
musical? And what stage, dance, or acting experience if any do they have (however students do not need these 

to be in the 
school musi-
cal).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact Miss Curtis on rcurt35@eq.edu.au 

Rachel CURTIS 

MUSIC TEACHER 

mailto:rcurt35@eq.edu.au


 

 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

  

 

The 2021 Queensland Engagement and Wellbeing Survey 

will commence this term from  31 May to  26 June. 

The survey measures many aspects of students’ wellbeing, 

engagement, and experience at school.  

Participation is for Year 4, 5 and 6. Participation in the sur-

vey is voluntary. Choosing not to participate will not affect 

your child’s education in any way . 

 

More information can be found HERE 

 

https://edgehillss.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/2021%20Qld%20Engagement%20and%20Wellbeing%20Survey.pdf


 This week’s Yo My Goodness 

winner is : 

Maddie C     6B 
Please come to the Tuckshop to collect your 

delicious prize 

Regards from the Tuckshop 

Team Dory, Tanya & Kath 

To view our 

Tuckshop  

menu: click on 

the sandwich! 

We are a  Flexi School 

Download the app here to order  online 

 

 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Graphic novels are comic-style books and have become increasing 

popular and enjoyed by many of our students. In our School Library 

we have a large Graphic Novels collection and we’ve had to purchase 

more due to the high demand. Sometimes well-meaning grown-ups 

do not see graphic novels as “real books”, but I believe that “reading 

is reading”, and it is a well know fact that if a child reads for fun and 

finds pleasure in reading they become lifelong readers. We’re seeing 

a trend for our reluctant readers to borrow our graphic novels - they 

are attracted to the images and the blend with words. Isn’t that a bo-

nus? Did you know that many old classics such as The Baby Sitters 

Club and The Hardy Boys are now being re-written in the graphic nov-

el format? 

ANY type of reading is good reading!  

 

Mrs Bryett in the Library 

         BIRTHDAYS 

If you would like to order Icy 
Poles for your child’s Birthday , 
please do it online. Go to Frozen 
Treats, choose Icy Pole and then 
add the no. of icy poles required! 

Sushi is back !! 

 

https://edgehillss.eq.edu.au/SupportAndResources/FormsAndDocuments/Documents/Tuckshop/Tuckshop Menu.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools


 

Join the Edge Hill        

P & C Association and 

meet new friends 

while helping the 

school. 

Forms are available 

HERE 

 

 

P & C News 

 

P&C NEWS 

 

https://edgehillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/p%20and%20c/2021%20pandc%20flyer.pdf


 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queensland Health continues to offer “no charge” dental treatment for school       
students. 

 

All children aged 0 -17 are able to access general dental care at our dental clinics across the Cairns and Hinterland 
District. 

Call us on 1300 300 850 (between 8am – 4pm) to make an appointment including emergencies. 

To ensure we provide the best care in a safe and supportive environment, we require a parent or legal guardian to 
attend every dental appointment for a child at primary school and at least the first appointment for children at 
secondary school.   Your child’s medical history will be completed at the first appointment.  

*Who is eligible? 

All Qld resident children and young people from 0 – 17 years (listed with Medicare) 

If your child is eligible for Child Dental Benefits Schedule, we will ask to bulk bill. This Medicare funded scheme helps 
to contribute to providing high level dental services to our community. 

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon! 

Thank you, 

 

School Dental Staff 

Qld Health 

Have your child lost a ring at school? 

Come to the front counter and describe the ring to reclaim 

it. 

Please remember to  label all of your child’s items with 

their name and class. That way, items can be returned to 

your child’s class when found. 

Remind your child to leave valuable items at home, or ask 

their teacher to look after them for the day.  

LOST PROPERTY 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY ON THE SUGAR CANE RAILWAY  

The commencement of the 2021 cane crushing season will commence in June and as part of 

the MSF Sugar Safety Program, the Company would like to take this      opportunity to remind 

parents and children as to the danger of playing on or near cane trains and railway tracks.  

It is of concern that children don’t realise the danger they put themselves in when they jump 

on to bins of moving cane trains, play around railway tracks, or riding trail bikes along the 

cane railway and even fish from cane railway bridges. Cane railways are no different from 

any other rail system (e.g. QR) and children should not play on or near railways. While cane 

trains are well marked and safety systems are in place, they carry large loads and have lim-

ited ability to brake suddenly. Risk of injury does not only involve children but also applies to 

locomotive crews and other members of the public.  

Occasionally children are seen playing with the track points that guide the train from one 

track to another or placing objects on the line. This is extremely dangerous as it can cause 

the train to derail and result in serious injury to our locomotive crews. MSF Sugar has an ex-

tensive cane railway network and cane trains will be operating 24 hours a day during the crushing     season.  

Please stay safe and remember:  

•Stay away from locomotives and cane bins 

.•Don’t play around railway lines. 

•Never walk between cane bins. 

•Never go on to a cane railway bridge. 

•Never walk behind a train – the driver will not see you 

.•If you have to cross the railway tracks, STOP and look both ways, LISTEN and only 

cross when it is safe. 

•OBEY Flashing Lights signals and Give Way signage at road crossings.  

 

 



  Danny Reid 
Phone:   07 4041 1415                      

Fax: 07 4041 0716 
Mobile:   0412 401 921 

23 Anderson St 
Manunda, Cairns  

Mon-Thur 8:30am –  6:00pm 
Fri   8:30am –  5:30pm 
Sat  8.30am –  2:00pm 
Sun  9:00am – 1:00pm 




